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Session Overview

• Language Passport
• Plurilingual Profile
• Key Terms
• Strategies:

• Word level
• Sentence level
• Discourse level



Language Passport



Plurilingual Profile

• Complete your Plurilingual Profile using the provided handout



What can help us learn new languages?



What can help us learn new languages?



Key Terms

Language awareness: A person’s sensitivity to and conscious 
awareness of the nature of language and its role in human life

Metalinguistic awareness: An awareness of the structures and 
properties of language

Crosslinguistic metalinguistic awareness: Ability to compare 
formal components across different languages



Metalinguistic awareness

The cat played with the string.

subject

verb
(past tense)

preposition

object

metalanguage



Crosslinguistic awareness



Crosslinguistic 
awareness strategies

• Three levels:
• Word
• Sentence
• Discourse



Strategies: Word level

• Notice and recognize new words:
• Form – spelling and pronunciation
• Meaning – definition, equivalents in other languages you know
• Use – context 

• Figuring out meaning 
• Easy: cognates and borrowings

• E.g. pizza, internet
• Difficult: false friends and idioms

• E.g. actuellement - now, at present VS actually - en fait, en realité



Guessing word meaning: Cognates
• tre

• → tree (one letter difference)

• busk
• → bush (one letter difference)

• gress
• → grass (one letter difference)

• katt
• → cat (ok, a couple of letters off but it sounds similar)

• hund
• → dog (think hound) 

• mus
• →mouse (couple letters off) 

• regn
• → rain (looks similar and sounds even more similar)

• snø
• → snow

• dypt snø
• → deep snow



Guessing word meaning: Cognates



Common 
Greek and 
Latin roots



Guessing word meanings

NORWEGIAN:
partall – odetall
partall – odetall

ENGLISH:
even number – odd number
odetall – odd number

FRENCH:
numero pair – numero impair
partall – numero pair

PARTALL
EVEN NUMBER        2, 4, 6
NUMERO PAIR

ODETALL
ODDNUMBER            1, 3, 5
NUMERO IMPAIR



Guessing word meaning from context
• Consider the following sentence:

• Although the company's income from sales was higher than expected, its high costs in 
the form of salaries and other overheads put it in a disadvantageous position.

• How can we guess the meaning of the word disadvantageous? The immediate 
context of the word tells you the following:
• It comes before a noun → it is probably an adjective
• It relates to 'high costs', which are not usually good for a company → it is probably negative
• The sentence begins with 'although', a contrast marker, so the idea in the second clause 

contrasts with the first clause, which is positive ('high income' is good for a company) → it is 
probably negative

• It begins with a prefix dis-, which denotes something negative (think about other words you 
might know such as dislike, disapprove, distaste → it is probably negative

• A good guess for the word at this point would be bad. This is probably close 
enough for you to understand the main idea, and you can keep reading without 
consulting a dictionary



Strategies: 
Sentence 

level



Activity: Word order



Strategies: Discourse level



Strategies: Discourse level



Strategies: Discourse level



Resources

• https://www.languagetransfer.org/

https://www.languagetransfer.org/
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